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NOTE TO STUDENTS 
 

During the process of “Subject Selection” the question which may be on the minds of most of you 

students is; “Which subjects should I choose?” In order to make the best selection you first need 

to understand why subjects are important. Subjects are important because the ones you choose will 

help to determine what educational and career path you take. If you have any intentions of reaching 

your full potential or achieving your career goals, you must have the required skills and 

qualifications. Thus, the subjects you choose at the end of your stint in Form Three will assist in 

your career development, whether you decide to further your studies or enter immediately into the 

job market upon leaving school. 

 We at Vieux-Fort Comprehensive Secondary School, believe that our students can live up to our 

motto “Enter To Learn and Depart To Serve” if they remain disciplined and focused. During 

your career guidance sessions for the past three years you have been given opportunities to become 

more self and career aware. By now you should know your personality type, interests, skills, 

aptitudes, strengths, weaknesses, career values and the work environments which best suit or are 

most compatible with your personality type. This booklet further serves as a guide to assist you 

students as you make informed choices at this important and foundational juncture in your 

educational and career development process. We encourage you to make use of the information 

found therein.  

Finally, we, the Administration and staff, wish you every success as you journey and strive to be 

THE BEST SELF that you can possibly be.  Reflect on the following quotation as you make this 

important decision: 

“Your time is limited, don’t waste it living someone else’s life. Don’t be trapped by dogma, which 

is living the result of other people’s thinking. Don’t let the noise of other’s opinion drown your 

own inner voice. And most important, have the courage to follow your heart and intuition. They 

somehow already know what you truly want to become. Everything else is secondary.” 

                                                                             * Steve Jobs* 
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 SUBJECTS OFFERED ACCORDING TO STREAMS 
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SOCIAL SCIENCE 
  

A group of academic disciplines that examines society and how people interact and develop as a 

culture.     Social science as a field of study is separate from the natural sciences, and covers 

subjects such as History, Social Studies and Geography.  

Subjects offered under this category at VFCSS:  

History 

Social Studies 

Geography  

 

HISTORY 
 

History is the continuous, systematic study, through research of events over time, that are of 

importance to communities, societies, countries and ultimately, the human race. A student 

interested in studying history should have a willingness to read and research information in order 

to question various perspectives. 

 

Subject Requirements 

Students should have a love for reading and can engage in critical thinking. 

Themes / Topics covered  

The Indigenous People and the Europeans 

Caribbean Economy and Slavery Resistance and Revolt 

Metropolitan Movements towards Emancipation and Adjustments to Emancipation 

Caribbean Economy (1875-1985) 

The United States in the Caribbean (1776 –1985) 

Caribbean Political Development up to 1985 

Caribbean Society (1900 –1985) 
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Structure of the History CSEC /CXC Examination 

Paper 1 - Multiple Choice (60 questions) 

      1 hour 15 mins:  Score 35% 

Paper 11– Long Answer (3 essay questions) 

      4 hours:   Scores 44% 

History CSEC SBA  

One project worth 21% of the final mark. The area of research for the project may be selected 

from either the Core themes or some aspect of Local History. The report should be between 

1200-1500 words or 12 to 15 pages. 

The deadline for submission of SBA’s is usually during the mid or end of February 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

Social Studies is the subject that deals with the development of your personal and social awareness 

about important issues in your society. It teaches you how to relate to people from different places.   

Students who study Social Studies understand the importance of globalization, and CARICOM 

Single    Market and Economy (CSME). They also understand how aspects of our physical 

environment can   impinge on careers that we select. Students gain knowledge and better 

understand the socio-economic issues that impact our everyday lives. 

 

Subject Requirements 

None 

 

Themes / Topics covered 

Individual interaction 

Family 

Groups - Types and benefits 

Social Control 

Governments 

Human and physical resource development 

Population 

Regional Integration 

Options - Consumer Issues, Communication, Tourism 

  

Structure of the Social Studies CSEC /CXC Examination 

Paper 1 - Multiple Choice (60 questions) 

      1 hour 15 mins:  Total Score 30% 

Paper 11– Long Answer:  5 structured essay and questions 

      2 hours 40 mins:   Total Score 50% 

 

Social Studies CSEC SBA - one research paper worth 20% of the final mark.  

The SBA is usually due the final week in February.  
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GEOGRAPHY 
 

This is the study of the earth’s surface. Geography allows students to examine and find out things 

about the relationships that make up human and natural systems, and how they can sustain the 

natural resources of the earth. 

Students interested in studying Geography will gain an in-depth understanding of how humans 

exploit natural resources and how the natural resources may be managed to ensure their 

sustainability.  

Students will gain information and an awareness of the natural environment, and develop a sense 

of responsibility in using and conserving natural resources. 

 

Subject Requirements 

An understanding of spatial perception, and the interpretations of a variety of illustrations and map 

reading are essential to the study of geography. 

 

Themes / Topics covered 

The Syllabus is organized under three main themes 

Section 1: Practical Skills and Field study 

Section 2: Natural systems 

Section 3: Human systems 

  

Structure of the Geography CSEC /CXC Examination 

Paper 1 - Multiple Choice (60 questions)  

     1 hour 30 mins:   30 % of Score 

Paper 11– Long Answer/ essay questions 

       2 hours 30 mins:   50 % of Score 
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Geography CSEC SBA  

 One research paper marked out of 40. For this paper students present the report from a field study 

in which they identify a geographical topic for investigation, develop field study questions, 

conduct an enquiry, and communicate the findings and recommendations. 

The marks are distributed as follows: 

Practical Skills:                                   10 marks 

Knowledge & Comprehension:          10 marks 

Use of Knowledge:         20 marks 

The SBA is usually due in the final week of January. 
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NATURAL SCIENCE 
 

This group of subjects deals with human efforts to discover and increase their understanding of 

how the world works. Science subjects usually take an in-depth look at the systems, processes and 

materials that comprise and control everything we see, feel, smell, touch and hear in our world. 

These subjects include Chemistry, Biology, Physics and Integrated Science. 

Subjects offered under this category at VFCSS 

Chemistry 

Physics 

Biology 

Integrated Science  

CHEMISTRY 

Chemistry is the study of physical and chemical substances that comprise matter: plants, animal, 

walls, chairs, the sky, the soil. Chemistry explores chemical reactions and processes at the atomic 

and molecular level. 

Subject Requirements 

Understanding of basic scientific principles based on three years of science at secondary school 

level. 

Students should be concurrently studying or have done: 

CSEC Mathematics or its equivalent 

Themes / Topics covered 

The syllabus is divided into three sections: 

Section A: Principles of Chemistry 

Section B: Organic Chemistry 

Section C: Inorganic Chemistry 
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In addition to the above core topics, students doing Chemistry must cover the following themes: 

the mole concept, electrochemistry, atomic structure, bonding, environmental chemistry.  

  

Structure of the Chemistry CSEC /CXC Examination 

Paper 1 - (1 hr. 15 minutes) 

This paper consists of 60 multiple Choice questions                                   

Paper 11– (2hrs. 30 minutes) 

This paper consists of one compulsory data analysis question, two structured question and three 
external responses questions.  

Chemistry CSEC SBA - experimental skills     

The School Based Assessment, Paper 03, will evaluate the achievement of the student in the 
experimental skills and Analysis and the level of Interpretation involved in laboratory and 
fieldwork. Students will be required to keep a separate practical workbook which will be 
moderated.   

The due date for final submission is the last week in March. 
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PHYSICS 

Physics is the study of matter and energy. This subject explains the relationships between different 

laws that determine how the world works. So, for example, in Physics you will learn what makes 

a balloon float and what makes a heavy book fall to the ground. 

Students interested in studying physics will be given first-hand knowledge of the principles, law, 

theories, systems and models that explain the physical behavior of the universe to know how these 

principles are applied to the development and production of machines and devices that contribute 

to the technological advancement of society. 

Subject Requirements 

Understanding of basic scientific principles based on at least three years of science at secondary 

level. 

Students should be concurrently studying or have done: 

CSEC Mathematics or its equivalent 

Themes / Topics covered 

Section - A - Measurements 

Section – B - Thermal PHYSICS 

Section - C - Physics of the atom 

Section - D - Mechanics 

Section - E - Electricity and magnetism 

 

Structure of the Physics CSEC /CXC Examination 

Paper 1 - (1hr. 15 minutes) 

This paper consists of 60 multiple Choice questions 

Paper 11– (2 hrs. 30 minutes) 

This paper consists of one compulsory data analysis question, two structured question and three 

extended response questions.  
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Physics CSEC SBA 

The School Based Assessment will evaluate the achievement of the student in Experimental 

skills, and Analysis and Interpretation involved in laboratory and fieldwork. Students will be 

required to keep a separate practical workbook which will be moderated.  

Deadline for submission of SBA is the final week of March. 
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BIOLOGY 
 

Studying Biology allows one to gain an understanding of a wide range of living/ environmental 

systems.  Students will understand how things work in living organisms and our natural 

environment. It also enhances our practical skills through laboratory activities.  

Subject Requirements 

Understanding of basic scientific principles based on exposure to at least three years of science at 

secondary level. Students should also be doing or have done Mathematics and English A. 

Themes / Topics covered 

The syllabus is divided into three sections, namely; 

Section A:  Living Organisms in the environment 

Section B: Life Style Changes 

Section C: Continuity and Variation 

  

Structure of the Biology CSEC Examination 

Paper 1– (1 hr. 15 minutes) 

This paper consists of 60 multiple Choice questions 

Paper 11– (2 hrs. 30 minutes) 

This paper consists of one compulsory data analysis question, two structured questions and three 

extended response questions.  

Biology CSEC SBA 

The School Based Assessment, Paper 03, will evaluate the achievement to the student in the 

experimental skills and Analysis and Interpretation involved in laboratory and fieldwork.  

Students will be required to keep a separate practical workbook which will be moderated.  

SBA must be submitted the final week in March. 
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INTEGRATED SCIENCE 
 

This subject explains four common areas of human activity and experience: the body, 

home/workplace, hobbies and transportation. This is a great option for students who are not 

majoring in any one Science subject but need some knowledge of science. 

Students studying Integrated Science will learn about science theories and their applications to the 

home, work place and the environment. It takes the main elements of the disciplines of Biology, 

Physics, Chemistry and Agricultural Science and meshes them into one, thereby providing the 

student with a   general idea of Science. 

Subject Requirements 

Although there are no specific requirements like the other subjects in the Natural Sciences, students 

must come with the right attitude and should be prepared to use investigative, inquiry and critical 

skills. 

Themes / Topics covered 

The Syllabus for Integrated Science is divided into three themes, namely: 

Section A: The Organism and its Environment 

Section B: The Home and the Workplace 

Section C: Earth’s Place in the Universe 

Structure of the Integrated Science CSEC Examination 

Paper I: (1 hr. 15 minutes) :60 marks 

This paper consists of 60 multiple Choice questions drawn from all areas of the syllabus. 

Paper II: (2 hrs. 30 minutes): 100 marks 

The paper consists of Two parts. Part A contains four compulsory questions from all parts of the 

syllabus and will be a practical/investigative type question. Part B consists of Two compulsory 

essay type      questions. 

Integrated Science CSEC SBA 

The School Based Assessment will evaluate the achievement of students in the practical skills in 

laboratory and field work. Students will be required to keep a laboratory book. The SBA is worth 

40% of the total weighted-marks.  

The submission deadline for the SBA is usually the final week of March 
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AGRICULTURE SCIENCE 
 

This is the study of different aspects of farming (growing crops and rearing animals). It focuses on 

managing a farm as a business, crop production, horticulture and animal production and 

management. Agricultural Science is offered as a single award subject and as a double award 

subject. For the single award, students have to study the business of farming, crop production and 

animal production. For the double award, students must study all of these areas, as well as 

horticulture and animal management. 

Subject Requirements 

Student should be currently doing or have done CSEC Mathematics and English A 

Themes / Topics covered 

Section A:  Introduction to Agriculture 

Section B:  Crop Production 

Section C:  Animal Production 

Section D:  The Business of Farming 

*Section E: Crop and Animal Management Technologies 

*Section F: Entrepreneurship & Communication in the Agricultural Sector 

*For Double Award Only 

  

Structure of the Agricultural Science CSEC /CXC Examination 

Paper 1 - Multiple Choice (60 questions from Section A, B, C & D of Syllabus) 

     (1 hour 15 mins)  

Paper 11– The paper consists of three sections for a total of 90 marks for both Single or double 

award. The sections cover:  

Section I: The Business of farming, Section II: Crop Production & Section III: Animal 

Production. (2 hours 30 mins)   

 

SBA component - Students will be required to keep a portfolio including documenting a 

business plan for the establishment of a sustainable agricultural business; two projects that 

demonstrate sustainable agricultural production, one each for crops and livestock and skills 

related to each operation. Total marks for the SBA will be 90.  

The SBA is usually due at the end of February or during the first week in March.  



19 
 

TECHNICAL-VOCATIONAL 
 

Technical-Vocational subjects allows for general qualifications of students to develop practical 

skills and knowledge related to an employment area. They include a significant amount of 

classroom-based activities. Students are assessed both through written and practical examinations. 

These subject areas give students “hand on” training in different areas. 

 

Subjects offered under this category: 

Auto Mechanics (Not offered at CSEC level at VFCSS) 

Mechanical Engineering Technology (Not offered at CSEC level at VFCSS) 

Building Technology and Furniture Technology 

Electrical & Electronics Technology                                                            

Technical Drawing 

Textiles, Clothing and Fashion 

Food, Nutrition and Health  

 

IMPORTANT NOTE 

The Industrial Technology Syllabus 

Effective for Examinations from May/June 2017, the Industrial Technology syllabuses consist of 

one compulsory core and three options, namely: Electrical & Electronic Technology (EET), 

Mechanical Engineering Technology (MET), and Building & Furniture Technology (BFT). At 

VFCSS, only EET and BFT are done at the CSEC level. A craft certificate is given at the 

completion of the two-year in-house MET programme, which SALCC has given credit previously 

to students who apply to their programme. VFCSS has not been able to pursue MET at the CSEC 

level due to workshop, floor space and equipment constraints.  

The syllabus consists of the following core units: Fundamentals of Industry, Design Principles and 

Processes, Information Technology, Industrial Technology Communications & Graphic 

Technology. Candidates will complete the core and at least one option for certification.  

Institutions (VFCSS) may also enter candidates for more than one option. In this case, candidates 

will only be assessed once in the core. 
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TECHNICAL DRAWING 
 

Technical Drawing involves developing technical and mathematical solutions to problems whether 

they be design, structural or environmental.  

Architects, construction project managers, landscapers, interior designers and engineers all need 

to study Technical Drawing. 

Subject Requirements 

Students should be proficient in Mathematics and have good time management skills. Students 

need to ensure that they have all necessary equipment and materials at all times. 

 

Themes/Topics covered 

Section I: Plane and Solid Geometry 

Section II: Building Drawing 

Section III: Mechanical Engineering Drawing  

 

Technical drawing CSEC EXAM: 

Paper 1:  Multiple Choice Paper: (1 hour). This paper is worth 60 marks 

Paper II:  Free Response Questions (1 hour 30 mins). The paper is worth 80 marks. Questions are 

set on Plane & Solid Geometry 

Paper III: Free Response Questions (3 hours). The paper is worth 100 marks and questions are set 

on Building & Mechanical Drawings. 

 

SBA component for Technical Drawing - Three research projects: 

 Two Plane Geometry pieces 

 Two Solid Geometry pieces 

 Building or Mechanical Drawings to correspond to a complete structure or gadget. 

SBA components amount to 40% of the overall CSEC grade. 

 

The SBA is usually due in the first week of March. 
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ELECTRICTY & ELECTRONIC TECHNOLOGY (EET) 
 

This subject provides students with an opportunity to learn the foundational knowledge and skills 

they need to start a career in a field that is dynamic and exciting. 

The Electrical and Electronic Technology syllabus allows for both theoretical and “hands-on” 

knowledge of current electrical and electrical devices and circuits.  

Subject Requirement 

None 

Themes / Topics covered 

In addition to the Industrial Technology syllabus which consist of the following core units: 

fundamentals of industry, design principles and processes, information communications & graphic 

technology; students doing EET must cover the following themes: electrical principles and 

measurements, electrical and electronic drafting, electrical power and machines, electrical 

installation and fundamental of electronics.  

Structure of the Electrical and Electronic Technology CSEC /CXC Examination 

Certification for the Industrial Technology syllabuses will be based on two Papers. Paper 01 and 

Paper 02 for the External Examination and the Internal Examination comprising the SBA Portfolio 

and the CVQ Unit of Competency award.     

Paper 01- (1 ¼ hours)  

This paper will consist of Sixty- multiple-choice items covering all Sections of the Core.  

Fundamentals of Industry, Design Principles and Processes and Information Communications 

Technology.  This paper is worth 60 marks 

Paper 02 - (2 hours)  

This paper will consist of five compulsory structured response questions. Each question on each 

option paper will be worth 18 marks, of which six marks will be for Knowledge and 

Comprehension (KC), 6 marks for Use of Knowledge and 6 marks for Practical Ability.  

EET CSEC SBA 

The School Based Assessment, Paper 03, will consist of assignments displayed in the School 

Based Assessment Portfolio.   The School Based Assessment Portfolio will account for 50 marks  

The deadline for Submission of the SBA is usually the final week in February.  
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 BUILDING AND FURNITURE TECHNOLOGY 
 

Building and Furniture Technology is all around us. Whether it be a simple fixture repair, an 

extensive home renovation or a multibillion-dollar construction project Building and Furniture 

Technology forms an integral part. It is a subject that teaches us to think, behave, develop, create 

and maintain objects and   structures in our environment and the world at large. 

Subject Requirement 

CSEC Mathematics and Technical Drawing are compulsory. Patience, time management, 

individual and group work are essential requirements of this syllabus. 

Themes/Topics covered 

The core topics covered in BFT are: Safety in the Working environment, Industries, Site Work 

Operations, Wood Working, Furniture Construction and Architecture. 

 

Structure of the Building and Furniture Technology CSEC/CXC Examination 

Paper I:  

Multiple Choice - all students sitting the Building and Furniture Technology, Electrical and  

Electronic Technology as well as Mechanical Engineering, will be required to write the same  

Multiple Choice Paper once. 

Paper II: 

Long answer question paper. 

 

CSEC BFT SBA -   

Students must complete one main research project. 

They must also complete an architectural drawing project, a construction project (an item must 

be built) and a furniture technology project and site work operations project. 

These SBA components are worth 50% of the overall CSEC grades.  

The deadline for submission is usually the first week in March. 
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 MECHNICAL AND ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY  
 

Mechanical engineering provides students with an opportunity to gain knowledge, skills and 

attitudes that they require for entry level jobs. It is also a requirement for students wishing to 

further their studies or training in the Mechanical Engineering Industry. 

Subject Requirement 

Students who select the other Industrial Technology subjects may be at an advantage. Selecting      

Mathematics and Chemistry/Physics would be an asset. Students should come ready to follow 

strict safety standards. 

Themes / Topics covered 

Module 1: Safety, Health & Welfare  Module 2: Machine Tools 

Module 3: Benchwork/Handtools  Module 4: Layout, Measurement & Testing 

Module 5: sheet Metal Fabrication  Module 6: Machine Devices 

Module 7: Preventative Maintenance  Module 8: engineering Design 

Module 9: Metallurgy    Module 10: Introduction to Computer 

Module 11: Career opportunities                           

 Structure of the Mechanical Engineering CSEC Examination 

NB. Although this subject is not yet offered at VFCSS as explained previously, the examination      

guidelines are as follows: 

Paper I:  Multiple Choice: (1 hr. 15 minutes) (60 marks) 

This is a 60-item multiple choice paper testing the concepts covered in the modules. 

Paper II:  Essay Type Paper: (2hrs. 30 mins) 

This is a free response paper consisting of THREE sections. 

Section I: A compulsory Question set on Module 8 and is worth 40 marks; Section II: Five question 

based on Module 2-5.and each question is worth 20 marks and Section III: Three questions based 

on Module 6, 7 and 9. The question is worth 20 marks. 

Mechanical Engineering CSEC SBA 

Students will complete TWO assignments in term one and two of the examination year; one 

practical project worth 90 marks and a written assignment based on Module 11: Career 

Opportunities worth 30 marks. 
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 FOOD, NUTRITION AND HEALTH 
 

The syllabus will provide students with an opportunity to develop skills in planning, preparation 

and presentation of food. The course also helps students understand the nature of food and the 

principles of nutrition. 

Subject Requirement 

None 

Themes / Topics covered 

Section I: Diet & Health                  

Section II:  Nutrition & Health 

Section III: Meal Planning, preparation and Dining 

Section IV: Food Science & Technology 

Section V: Kitchen Design & Equipment Management 

Section VI: Consumerism and Purchasing of Food 

Section VII: Food Management, Preparation & Service 

Structure of the Food, Nutrition & Health CSEC Examination 

Paper I: (1 hr. 30 mins)  

This is a multiple-choice paper consisting of 60 items and it contributes to 60 marks or 30% the 

final grade. 

Paper II: (2hrs. 30mins) 

A structured essay paper comprising SIX compulsory questions testing all sections of the syllabus. 

This section contributes 40% of the total marks. 

 

Food, Nutrition & Health CSEC SBA 

Students will engage in 16 practical assignments over the two-year period; at least four practical 

assignments per term. Practical assignments are an application of the topics being covered each 

term. Each student is expected to keep a practical workbook containing all assignments done over 

the two years.  

 

All SBAs are to be completed by the first or second week in March. 
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TEXTILE, CLOTHING AND FASHION (TCF) 
 

The syllabus is designed to help students make informed decisions about the choice and 

importance of clothing and other sewn products, to acquire skills that will enable them to create 

textile designs, produce their own products and to use all of the skills acquired as a life career.  

Students will learn how to use the sewing machine 

Subject Requirement 

Students choosing TCF must have an eye for fashion & colour, a love for the subject and must be 

patient, punctual and dedicated. 

Themes / Topics covered 

Section I: Fibres,Yarns and  Fabrics                             Section II: Textiles Colouring & Finishing 

Section III: Care & Maintenance of Textile Products  Section IV: Clothing & Culture 

Section V: Fashion for the Individual & the Home   

Section VI: Fashion Sketching, Drawing & Pattern Development          

Section VII: Construction Processes 

  

Structure of the Textile, Clothing and Fashion CSEC Examination 

Paper I: (1 hr. 30 mins)  

This is a multiple-choice paper consisting of 60 items. It contributes to 60 marks or 30% of the 

final grade. 

Paper II: (2hrs. 30mins) 

A structured essay paper comprising SIX compulsory questions testing all Sections of the 

syllabus. This section contributes to 40% of the total marks. 

Textile Clothing & Fashion CSEC SBA - Students will engage in 16 practical assignments 

over the two-year period; at least four practical assignments per term. Practical assignments are 

an application of the topics being covered each term. Each student is expected to keep a portfolio 

containing all assignments (Sample books, drawing book for sketches and separate notebook for 

end of unit tests) done over the two years (SBA 1: 3rd Term Form 4, SBA 2: 1st Term Form 5, 

SBA 3: 2nd Term Form 5) 

Deadline to submit ALL SBAs: Late February or Early March 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND SPORTS 
 

This subject is perfect for students who want to work in health and sports. They will learn about 

how to exercise and eat properly and about the rules for different sports 

Subject Requirement 

None 

Themes / Topics covered 

The syllabus is divided into a Compulsory Core and three options. Each student must complete the 

Compulsory Core and three sports from at least two of the option groupings. 

Compulsory Core: History & Development of Physical Education & Sport, Anatomy & 

Physiology, Fitness & Performance, Health & Nutrition and Trends & Social issues. 

Options: A: Dance, Gymnastics, Martial Arts/Combative Arts, Swimming, track & 

Field/Athletics; B: Badminton, Golf, Squash, Table Tennis and Tennis, C: Basketball, Cricket, 

Football, Hockey, Netball, Rugby, Volleyball, & Softball/Baseball. 

  

Structure of the Physical Education and Sports CSEC /CXC Examination 

Paper One: Theory- (2hrs. 30 minutes) 

This paper carries a total of 90 marks and covers all topics in the compulsory core. Section A 

contains forty-five Multiple Choice items and is worth 45 marks. Section B consists of five 

compulsory structural     questions and is also worth 45 marks. 

Paper Two: Practical– (45 minutes) 

 It is an assessment of practical skills based on ONE of the options chosen by the student. The 

practical is worth 45 marks. 

Physical Education CSEC SBA:  

The School Base Assessment is worth 165 marks. The SBA is divided into a Class project and a 

Practical Skills Component. Class Project:  Each student is required to conduct a class project and 

submit the information collected in a portfolio (30 marks). Practical Skills: Performance of 

practical skills related to Three sports from at least Two different sections.   

The deadline for SBA completion is the final week of January. 
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 BUSINESS/SECRETARIAL  
 

Business Studies include a range of subjects which give the student a general understanding of the 

various elements of running a business.  Its study combines elements of accounting, office 

procedures, marketing, financing and economics.   

 

Subjects offered                                                             

Principles of Business 

Principles of Accounts 

Office Administration 

Economics 

Electronic Document Preparation & Management 

Information Technology 

 

INFORMATION FOR SCHOOL BASED ASSESSMENT IN BUSINESS STUDIES 

(Principles of Accounts, Principles of Business and Economics) 

 

Students opting for more than one subject in the Business cognate group (Principles of Accounts, 

Principles of Business or Economics) are required to submit ONE SBA based on a topic relevant 

to the subjects being taken by the student and which allows the student to utilize skills that are 

common and relevant to the field of Business. They are required to investigate a topic, issue or 

problem in a business-related area of study. Students may work individually or in groups to gather 

the data. 
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PRINCIPLES OF BUSINESS (POB) 

This subject teaches students about business activities, such as how to manage, develop or start a 
business. 

Subject Requirements 

Students should be willing to read and follow their textbook closely as it serves as a guide for the 

syllabus. They must also be willing to work continually at improving the final output of their SBA. 

Themes/Topics covered 

Section I: The Nature of Business  Section II: Internal Organizational Environment 

Section III: Establishing A Business  Section IV: Legal Aspects of A Business 

Section V: Production    Section VI: Marketing 

Section VII: Logistics & Supply Chain Section VIII: Business Finance 

Section IX: Role of Gov’t in an economy      Section X: Technology & Global Business 
Environment 
 
Structure of Principles of Business CSEC Examination 

Paper 1 - (1 hr. 15 minutes) 
A Multiple-Choice paper containing 60 items testing all dimensions of the syllabus. It accounts 
for 30% of the marks.    
  

Paper 11– (2 hrs.)  

This a structured paper consisting of SEVEN (7) compulsory questions. This paper accounts for 
50% of the total marks. 

The Business Studies CSEC SBA is an integral part of student assessment in the course 
covered by the subject. This is worth 40 marks. See details about School-Based Assessment on 
page 22. 

The deadline for submission of the Business Studies SBA is the final week in January. 
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PRINCIPLES OF ACCOUNTS (POA) 
 

The subject Principles of Accounts introduces the fundamental principles and practices of 

accounting to develop skills and attitudes useful in the dynamic business environment. POA will 

provide a foundation for further studies in accounting and an acceptable level of competence for 

entry-level employment. The syllabus is developed jointly between the CSEC Sub Committee of 

CXC and the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA). 

 

Subject Requirements & Career Interest: Students with a positive attitude towards Mathematics 

and with an appreciation for computation and basic knowledge of the different forms of businesses 

are advised to opt for this subject. Moreover, students with a keen interest in pursuing a career in 

Accounting and/or owning their own businesses will be well equipped for future employability. 

 
Themes/Topics covered 
Accounting as a Profession, Preparation of Financial Statements for Sole trader, Partnerships, 

Companies and Cooperatives.  Accounting for the Entrepreneur.  Adjustments to Financial 

Statements; Financial Statements for Non-Profit Making Organizations, Manufacturing & 

Inventory Control, Payroll Accounting and Control Systems. 

 
Structure of Principles of Accounts CSEC Examination 
Paper 01  Multiple Choice test of 60 items testing the profile dimensions of Knowledge, 

Application and Interpretation in the ratio of 1:2:1. Total of 60 marks. Duration: 1 

hour 30 minutes. 

Paper 02 Problem-solving paper consisting of FIVE (5) compulsory questions. Each 

question will test the profile dimensions of Knowledge, Application (of 

accounting principles) and Interpretation (of accounts) in the ratio of 1:2:1. 

Duration: 3 hours. Each question is worth 20 marks;   

The Business Studies CSEC School-Based Assessment component (SBA) is an individual report 

on recording and analyzing the financial information of a chosen business. The project is marked 

out of 40 and weighted as follows: (i) Knowledge (K) - 10 marks (ii) Application (A) - 20 marks 

(iii) Interpretation (I) - 10 marks.  

The deadline for submission of the Business Studies SBA is the final week of January. 
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ECONOMICS  

Economics is concerned with the study of how scarce resources are allocated, given the unlimited 
wants of a society. It is also the study of how goods and services are produced, used and managed 
by people. The study of Economics will enable students to make a better assessment of, and an 
improved contribution to, discussions on political, economic and social issues. 

Subject Requirement 

Students should have a basic grasp of Mathematics. Although analytical and critical thinking skills 
can be developed over the two years, students who have already gained some degree of mastery 
should excel. 

Themes / Topics covered 

Section 1: The Nature of Economics 

Section 2: Production, Economics Resource and Resource Allocation 

Section 3: Market Structure & Market Failure 

Section 4: Financial Sector Operations  

Section 5: Economic Management: Policies & Goals               

Section 6: International Trade 

Section 7: Economics issues in a global environment 
 
Structure of the Economics CSEC /CXC Examination 

Paper 1 - This paper consists of 60 multiple choice items and will sample proportionately, all 
sections of the syllabus. 

Paper 11– This paper consists of FIVE (5) compulsory questions. Each question is worth 20 
marks each. 

Business Studies CSEC SBA  

Students are to select an economic problem or issue to investigate. They need to make use of 
qualitative and quantitative data in their reports. This research project is marked out of 40. See 
information on School –Based Assessment in Business Studies (Principles of Accounts, 
Principles of Business & Economics) on page 22. 

The deadline for submission of the Business Studies SBA is the first week in January. 
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 ELECTRONIC DOCUMENT PREPARATION & 
MANAGEMENT (EDPM) 

 

The syllabus for this subject is designed to equip students with the knowledge and skills for 21st 

century jobs. The knowledge gained will foster personal growth and development, enhance 

decision making    capabilities, and cultivate a disciplined and ethical workforce. Some basic tasks 

students will engage in include collecting, organizing, storing and presenting information. 

Subject Requirements 

Students with a positive attitude will excel in this subject as EDPM is all about learning how Every 

Document is Prepared Masterfully. 

Themes/Topics covered  

Section I:   Fundamental of Computing  Section II: Keyboard Mastery 

Section III: Intro to Application Software  Section IV: Use of Application Software 

Section V: Business Document Preparation  Section VI: Specialized Doc Preparation 

Section VII : Electronic Communication  Section VIII : Document Management 

Section IX: Ethics 

Structure of EDPM CSEC Examination 

The examination will consist of external and internal examinations worth 60% and 40%, 

respectively.  

Paper I: The examination is one hour and 30 minutes long and comprises 60 multiple choice 

questions for a total of 60 marks. 

Paper II: This paper comprises four questions for a total of 100 marks. It will test students’ ability 

to copy-type, prepare letters, manuscripts, reports, business forms and creative displays. 

EDPM CSEC SBA  

The SBA is made up of two parts: 

(a)  three assignments testing Accuracy and Speed, Knowledge and Comprehension and 

presentation and Use of Technology. This part of the paper is worth 75 marks.  

(b) Preparation of Portfolio: This part of the assignment is worth 25 marks and is graded on the 

same dimensions as the first part of the SBA. This is done during Form 5 (Term 1).  

Deadline for submission of the EDPM SBA Assignments is usually between January –March. 
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 OFFICE ADMINISTRATION 
 

Office Administration is a Business Education subject that focuses on administrative principles, 

policies, procedures and technological competencies governing the modern office environment.  

The content reflects current trends in the modern office.    

 

Subject Requirements: Students must be willing to nurture and improve their social and 

personal management skills and foster the development of a positive work ethic. 

Themes/Topics Covered 

The syllabus is arranged into 12 sections and subdivided into specific objectives and corresponding 

content. 

Section I: Office Orientation   Section II: Communication 

Section III: Recruitment & Orientation Section IV: Records & Information Management 

Section V: Reception & Hospitality  Section VI: Meetings 

Section VII: Travel Arrangements  Section VIII: Human Resources Management 

IX: Accounts and Financial Services  Section X: Procurement & Inventory Management 

XI: Sales, Marketing & Customer Service 

XII: Operations, Dispatch & Transportation Services 

 

Structure of Office Administration CSEC /CXC Examination 

Paper 01: 1 hour 15 minutes (60 marks) 

A multiple-choice test consisting of 60 items. The items will test knowledge and application of 

important facts, concepts, principles, processes and procedures involved in office work and the 

application of these.  Items in the paper can come from all Sections of the syllabus.   

 

Paper 02: (2 hours) (90 marks) 

A structured problem paper consisting of SIX (6) compulsory questions. Each question is worth 

15 marks.  
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Office Administration CSEC SBA 

Every candidate who enters for the Office Administration examination must submit an individual       

project.  Students work individually or in groups to investigate a specific problem. However, each      

candidate must produce an individual project.  The teacher will approve the problem to be 

investigated and guide the candidate during the process of investigation.  
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 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 
The CSEC® Information Technology syllabus is designed to provide knowledge and skills in the 
essential Information Technology domains which include: computer fundamentals, problem-
solving, networks, Web Technologies, productivity tools, computer and cybersecurity, as well as 
the social implications of information and communications technology. The goal is to use learner-
centred and problem-based teaching, and assessment strategies to develop core competencies that 
will provide pathways to multiple postsecondary destinations. 

Subject Requirement 

Students should have obtained passing grades in Mathematics. They should also have a love for 
the subject. 

Themes/Topics covered 
1. Computer Fundamentals and Information Processing: 

2. Computer Networks and Web Technologies. 

3. Social and Economic Impact of Information and Communications Technology: 

4. Word-Processing and Web Page Design: 

5. Spreadsheets. 

6. Database Management. 

7. Problem-Solving and Program Design. 

8. Program Implementation.  

 
Structure of the Information Technology CSEC /CXC Examination 
P a p e r 0 1 – 30% (1 hour 15 minutes) Sixty multiple-choice items: 
 
P a p e r 0 2 – 45% (2 hours) Four compulsory structured questions drawn from all areas of the 
syllabus.  
  
Information Technology CSEC SBA – 25% 
  
The SBA component will comprise a practical project testing Section 4, Word-Processing and 
Web Page Design; Section 5, Spreadsheets; Section 6, Database Management; Section 7, 
Problem-Solving and Program Design; and Section 8, Program Implementation.  
 
 The deadline for submission of the IT SBA is usually the first week in March. 
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ARTS 
These subjects focus mainly on human culture. The arts explore the ways in which we 

communicate with each other, how we think, move, feel and express ourselves. 

Subjects Falling Under the Arts 

English Language (English A) 

English B (Literature) 

Visual Arts 

Theatre Arts 

Music 

Core Subjects in VFCSS Arts Stream 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE (English A) 
 

The study of English language is one of the compulsory subjects at the Vieux Fort Comprehensive 

Secondary School.  

Structure of the English Language (English A) CSEC Examination 

Paper 1 - This is a 60 item Multiple Choice paper. The first 20 questions cover areas such as the 

essentials of Grammar, Vocabulary, Comprehension and Poetry Analysis. The remaining 40 

questions focus on comprehension. 

Paper 11– This a Long Answer Paper which is divided into four (4) sections: 

Section I: Summary  

Section II: Simple Report, Statistical Report, Letter of Complaint, Letter of Apology 

Section III: Short Story 

Section IV: Persuasive Writing  

English A CSEC SBA 

This is a new addition to the English A syllabus. Students will have to work both independently 

and as group members (4-5 members) to complete this project. As a group, students will select a 

title which will further be divided into subtopics. Each student, in the group, will then work on a 

subtopic independently. The group will then work together to compose a piece of writing. Finally, 

students are to make an oral presentation on their piece. 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE ( English B) 
 

The subject explores written works under three main categories: Poetry, Drama and prose fiction 

and non-fiction. 

Requirements 

Students must have a good command of English and should enjoy reading and working in groups 

and independently. They must also be able to provide balanced critical analysis, analyze and 

respond to West Indian and other literature and communicate informed opinions and judgments in 

both written and oral formats. 

 

Structure of the English Literature (English B) CSEC Examination 

Paper 1 - (1 hour 45 mins– 29% of Total Assessment). All questions in this paper are compulsory. 

The paper consists of three questions, one from each genre: drama, poetry & prose fiction. Twenty 

marks will be allocated for each question in the paper. 

 

Paper II– (2hrs, 10 mins– 50 % of Total Assessment). This paper has three sections 

Sections I: Drama (Shakespeare/Modern Drama). Consists of Two questions, one on each text.        

Candidates must answer one question from each section. 

Section II: This section consists of Two questions based on prescribed poems in the syllabus. 20 

poems are covered in the syllabus. 

Section III: Prose 

The student will cover Either West Indian novel OR other novels in English or West Indian Short   

Stories and other short stories in English. The section contains four (4) questions 

 

English B CSEC SBA 

The SBA is worth 45 marks and accounts for 21% of the student’s grade. 

NB. A student who does both English A and B will be required to present ONE SBA. A 

student who does English B ONLY will be required to present ONE SBA for English B 

The SBA is expected to be done by each student working as an individual and as a member of a 

small group (4/5 students). 
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Prescribed Text for the 2018-2023 examinations 

Drama:   The Tempest by William Shakespeare & Ti Jean and His Bothers by Derek Walcott 

Poetry:  Selection from World of Prose for CXC by hazel Simmons-Mc. Donald & Mark Mc. Watt 

Prose Fiction Novel:  West Indian_ “Breath Eyes Memory” by Edwidge Danticat 

Novels: To Kill A Mocking Bird by Harper Lee 

Short Stories: Selections from World of Prose for CXC 

  

VISUAL ARTS 
 

This subject provides guidance and help for students to learn to develop their skills in art, craft and 

design. 

 

Subject Requirement 

Students should have a willingness to experiment, innovate, use their intuition and imagination to 

produce work of art. They must be willing to develop positive and social attitudes as they engage 

and understand   expressive art forms. 

 

Themes / Topics covered 

The CSEC Visual Arts Syllabus is divided into three major areas. They are Two Dimensional 

Expressive Forms, Three Dimensional expressive Forms and the Theory, process & practice of 

Visual Arts (Reflective Journal). 

 

Two Dimension Expressive Forms Include: Drawings, Painting & Mixed media, Graphic & 

communication Design, Printmaking and Textile Design & Manipulation. 

Three Dimension Expressive Forms: Sculpture & Ceramics, Leathercraft & Fibre & Decorative 

Crafts 
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Structure of the Visual Arts CSEC /CXC SBA 

The examination requirements for VA SBA are:  

1. Two production papers based on two Expressive Forms chosen and one reflective Journal based 

on Theory, process & practice of Visual Arts related to the expressive forms chosen. The three 

assignments are worth the following marks; Production 1: 22.2%, Production 2: 22.2% and 

Reflective Journal 33.3% 

2. School Based Assessment consisting of SIX pieces of work (THREE pieces based on each 

Expressive Form). The SBA is worth 120 marks or 22.2% of the total grade. 

Deadline for submission of the Visual Arts SBA is usually the first week of October.  

THEATRE ARTS 
  
When you hear the word Theatre Arts, what comes to mind? Acting and dancing of course! These 

are the areas that Theatre Arts focuses on. This subject teaches students how to analyze, appreciate, 

perform and create dances, drama and other stage productions. It includes how to manage lights, 

costumes and music for their productions. 

Subject Requirement 

Students should have a love for the Arts, some level of creativity and a desire to express oneself 

in the public domain (e.g. on stage). 

Themes/Topics covered 

The Theatre Arts Syllabus is made up of a compulsory Core, THREE options and TWO projects. 

Each candidate must select the compulsory core, One of the three options and the two projects. 

  

Compulsory Core: Caribbean Cultural Forms & Elements of Theatre Arts 

  

Options: DRAMA, DANCE & STAGE CRAFTS 

  

Projects: A Critique & A Research Paper 
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 Structure of the Theatre Arts CSEC Examination 
  
Paper 1 - A compulsory paper based on the Core. The paper consists of six compulsory essay 

questions carrying 60 marks. 

Paper 11– This is an assessment of students’ practical skills based on appreciating, analyzing, 

creating and performing profile dimensions. Students must choose either Option 1, Option 2 or 

Option 3.   

Theatre Arts SBA  

Students will be required to complete TWO projects (worth 40 marks). The first project is a 

critique which provides students with an opportunity to assess the role of the theatre personnel in 

the execution of production. The second project is a research paper which examines the 

involvement of   individuals in the development of theatre in the region. 

  

MUSIC 
 

This subject teaches students the basic concepts they need to know about teaching, performing, 

conducting, composing and/or arranging music. It covers music as a business, with special 

emphasis on Caribbean   music.  

Subject Requirement/ Pre-Requisites 

Students should have some of the following pre-requisites: experience in composing simple pieces, 

knowledge of foundational theories, basic competence on an instrument, experience in making 

music in a group and basic knowledge of Classical, Caribbean and folk music. 

 

Themes/Topics covered 

The Music Syllabus is divided into three Profile Dimensions or major areas of study. They are:  

(a) Listening & Appraising (LIAP): ability to focus aurally on the structural and expressive 

elements of music, use of appropriate musical language to discuss and appraise a variety of 

genres. 

(b) Performing (PERF): the ability to perform vocal or instrumental music and display 

understanding of and sensitivity to different musical structures and styles. 
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(c) Composing (COMP): The ability to select and sequence sound in order to express and 

communicate musical ideas, thoughts and feelings. 

 Structure of the Music CSEC /CXC Examination 

The Music exam consists of THREE components. 

Paper 1 - Listening & Appraising LIAP (2hrs) 

This paper requires that students provide short responses based on Listening and appraising profile         

dimensions. The paper is divided into three sections and awarded a total of 55 marks 

Paper 11– Performing (PERF) and Composing (COMP):  

This is a practical examination based on the performing and composing dimension. The exam is 

divided into two sections and carries 68 marks.     

Music CSEC SBA: (52 marks) 

The School Base Assessment measures LIAP & PERF and has two components:  

I. LIAP: A written assignment chosen from the syllabus during term III, IV- and IV of the two-

year courses. 
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MATHEMATICS 
  

Mathematics is a core subject and one of two compulsory subjects offered at the Vieux 

Comprehensive Secondary School. Without Mathematics, an individual will find it difficult to 

move forward either into the working world or to another institution of higher learning. 

Mathematics encompasses all the disciplines. It deals with numbers and how you can use them to 

figure things out. All career choices involve some level of Mathematics, whether it be basic Math's 

or not.  

Subject Requirements 

Students should come prepared to develop critical, creative, logical reasoning, problem solving 

modeling, decision making, research and informational communication skills that are required for 

life long learning. 

Themes / Topics covered 

The Syllabus is divided into 9 sections 

Section 1: Number Theory & Computation  Section II: Consumer Arithmetic 

Section III: Sets     Section IV: Measurement 

Section V: Statistics     Section VI: Algebra 

Section VII: Relations, Functions & Graphs  Section VIII: Geometry & Trigonometry 

Section IX: Vectors & Matrices 

 

Structure of the Mathematics CSEC /CXC Examination 

Paper 1 - (1 hr. 30 minutes): 

This paper has 60 multiple-Choice items drawn from all sections of the syllabus. 

Paper 11– (2 hrs. 40 minutes) 

Structured Questions: This paper consists of 10 compulsory questions. 

Mathematics CSEC SBA - Through this project, students will demonstrate their practical 

application of Mathematics in everyday life. The assignment will allow students to probe, describe 

and explain a Mathematical area of interest and present their findings using mathematical symbols, 

language and tools. The topic chosen may be from any section or it could be a combination of 

topics. 
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 MODERN LANGUAGES 
  

A modern language refers to a language that is spoken or written now, especially a European 

language, such as French or Spanish, that you study at school, university or college. 

Students interested in learning these languages will be able to communicate with people from 

foreign countries who use these languages. The Caribbean Examination Council syllabi for these 

subjects emphasize listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. 

NB. The French & Spanish Syllabi have similar structures and Examination Requirements. 

 

SPANISH 
 

The ability to communicate through this language is important as there is a large percentage of 

the world’s population speaking Spanish. Learning the language increases an individual’s 

opportunity to be marketable. 

Subject Requirement 

None 

Themes / Topics covered 

Home & Family         

School 

Daily Routine             

Travel 

Shopping                     

Public Utilities 

  

Structure of the Spanish CSEC /CXC Examination 

Paper I -    Part A: 45 mins, Part B: 30 mins 

Listening Exam and is worth 60 marks or accounts for 25% of the total marks. Part A       

consists of 8 picture items, 8 incomplete sentences and 2 announcements /passage. Part B 

consists of 30 Reading items. 
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Paper II –   Written Exam Paper 

Paper II contains FOUR Sections and is worth 100% marks or accounts for 42% of the total 

grade.  Section I: Students are presented with situations (30 marks), Section 2: Essays (30 

marks), Section 3: Contextual Dialogues (20 marks), Section 4: Reading Comprehension (20 

marks) 

  

Paper III - Oral Exam (10-15 mins) 

The exam accounts for 33% of the total score or total weighting of 80 marks and students are 

assessed in these three areas: Situation (20 marks), Reading (10 marks), Conversation (25 marks 

for speaking and 20 marks for Listening & Comprehension) 

  

FRENCH 
 

People who speak French earn the respect from persons who speak the target language. Studying 

the French language opens opportunities that would only exist in that language, e.g. scholarships, 

jobs 

NB. The French & Spanish Syllabus have similar structures 

Subject Requirement 

None  

Themes / Topics covered 

Home & Family         

School 

Daily Routine            

 Travel 

Shopping                     

Public Utilities 
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Structure of the Spanish CSEC /CXC Examination 

Paper 1 -    Part A: 45 mins, Part B: 30 mins 

Paper I is a Listening Exam and is worth 60 marks or accounts for 25% of the total marks. Part A 

consists of 8 picture items, 8 incomplete sentences and 2 announcements /passage. Part B 

consists of 30 Reading items. 

Paper 11–   Written Exam Paper 

Paper Two contains FOUR Sections and is worth 100% marks or accounts for 42% of the total 

grade.    Section I: Students are presented with situations (30 marks), Section 2: Essays (30 

marks), Section 3:  Contextual Dialogues (20 marks), Section 4: Reading Comprehension (20 

marks) 

Paper 111 - Oral Exam (10-15 mins) 

The exam accounts for 33% of the total score or total weighting of 80 marks and students are 

assessed in these three areas: Situation (20 marks), Reading (10 marks), Conversation (25 marks 

for speaking and 20 marks for Listening & Comprehension) 
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CAREER DECISION MAKING 
 

TRADITIONAL CAREERS CORRESPONDING TO SUBJECT 
AREAS 

  

SUBJECT SOME POSSIBLE CAREERS 

Agricultural Science 

 Agricultural Engineer, Agricultural Technician, Agronomist, Animal      
Scientist, Animal Trainer, Apiculturist, Conservationist, Crop Researcher, 
Dietician, Ecologist, Farmer, Fisherman, Florist, Food Scientist, Gardener, 
Horticulturist, Park Ranger, Teacher, Veterinarian, Zookeeper, 
Climatologist, Entomologist, Hydrologist, plant Pathologist/Physiologist, 
Geneticist 

Biology 

Animal Scientist, Aquatic Scientist, Biochemist, Biologist, 
Biotechnologist, Botanist, Cardiologist, Chiropractor, Conservationist, 
Dentist, Doctor, Dermatologist, Ecologist, Entomologist, Environmental 
Scientist, Food Scientist, Genetic Engineer, Gynecologist, Hazardous 
Waste Manager, Health Inspector, Horticulturist, Lab Technician, Marine 
Scientist, Microbiologist, Neurologist, Nurse, Optician, Orthodontist, 
Pediatrician, Paleontologist, Physiotherapist, Soil Scientist, Surgeon, 
Teacher, Veterinarian, Wildlife, Manager, Zoologist 

Caribbean History 
 Anthropologist, Archaeologist, Caribbean Research Specialist, Heritage 
Site, Specialist, Historian, Librarian, Researcher, Teacher 

Chemistry 

 Atmospheric Chemist, Biochemist, Biotechnologist, Chemical Engineer, 
Chemist, Dietician, Doctors, Food Scientist, Genetic Engineer, Hazardous, 
Waste Manager, Lab Technician, Nurse, Pharmacist, Soil Scientist, 
Surgeon, Teacher  

Economics 

Bank Manager, Benefits coordinator, Broker Budget Analyst, Business        
Administrator, Credit Analyst, Customs Broker, Economist, Financial 
Advisor, Loans Officer, Political Scientist, Politician, Realtor, Statistician, 
Tax Collector, Teacher, Urban Planner 
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Electronic Document 
Preparation and         
Management 

  

Administrative Assistant, Bank Teller, Cashier, Clerical Assistant, 
Librarian, Receptionist, Sales Agent, Sales Manager, Secretary, Teacher 

English A  

(Language) 

English Teacher, (English is a prerequisite for all subjects so having a 
good command of the English language prepares you for any job  

English B  

(Literature) 

Actor, Creative Writer, Editor, Film Critic, Journalist, Lawyer, Librarian, 
Literary Analyst/ Critic, Novelist, Playwright, Poet, Publisher, Religious 
Literary Analyst/ Critic, Screen Writer, Teacher, Review Writer 

Geography 

Atmospheric Chemist, Archaeologist, Climatologist, Conservationist, 
Environmentalist, Geographer, Geologist, Geophysicist, Hydrologist, 
Marine Engineer, Marine Scientist, Meteorologist, Miner, Oceanographer, 
Paleontologist, Pilot, Sailor, Scuba Instructor, Teacher, Weather 
Forecaster 

Textiles Clothing & 
Fashion 
 

Seamstress, Tailor, Fashion Designer, Fashion stylist, Textile designer, 
Merchandiser, Interior designer 
 

Home Economics:  

Food Nutrition & Health 

Baker, Banquet Supervisor, Bartender, Butcher, Chef de Cuisine, Chef, 
Cook, Dietician, Food Scientist, Gourmet Chef, Health Promotion Officer, 
Home Care Aide, Housekeeper, Nutritionist, Maitre D’ Hotel, Restaurant 
Manager, Scullion, Sous Chef, Teacher, Waiter, Wine Steward/ 
Stewardess 

Information Technology 

Animator, Computer Engineer, Computer Lab Attendant, Computer        
Programmer, Computer Technician, IT Consultant, Teacher, Statistician, 
Network Administrator, Database Manager, System Analyst, Website 
Developer, Social Media Marketer 
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Integrated Science  
Biochemist, Biotechnologist, Chemist, Doctor, Environmental Scientist, 
Health Inspector, Lab Technician, Paramedic, Public Health/ Education 
Officer, Soil Scientist, Teacher 

Mathematics 
 

Accountant, Aerospace Engineer, Bookkeeper, Computer Engineer, 
Economist, Insurance Underwriter, Mathematician, Statistical Clerk, 
Statistician, Tax   Collector, Teacher, Treasurer 

Modern Languages: 

Spanish/ French 
 

Diplomat, Editor, Foreign, Ambassador, Foreign News Correspondent, 
Interpreter Linguist, Phonologist, Speech—Language Pathologist, 
Teacher, Translator 

Music  

Audio– Visual, Technician, Booking Agent, Cabaret performer, Choir 
Director, Composer, DJ/Dance-hall/Rap Artiste, Music Producer, Music 
Director/    Choreographer Musical Conductor, Public Relations Officer 
(PRO), Publicist, Singer, Songwriter, Studio Manager, Teacher 
 

Officer Administration 

Administrative Assistant, Clerical Assistant, Court Administrator, 
Executive Assistant, Factory Clerk, Legal Secretary, Receptionist. 
Registrar, Sales Agent, Sales Manager, Secretary, Teacher 

 

Physics 

 

Aerospace Engineer, Airplane Inspector, Astronaut, Chemical Engineer     
Electrical Engineer, Electrician, Geophysicist, Industrial Engineer/ 
Technician, Lab Technician, Nuclear Engineer, Physicist, Pilot, 
Structural Engineer, Teacher 
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Physical Education and 
Sport 

Athletic Trainer, Cricketer, Diver, Exercise and Fitness Trainer, 
Footballer, Gym Instructor/ Manager, Health Promotion Officer, Home 
Care Aide, Life Guard, Physiotherapist, Professional Athlete, Referee, 
Scuba Instructor, Sports Coach, Sports Commentator, Teacher, Umpire 

Principles of Accounts  

(POA) 

Accountant, Actuary, Auditor, Bank Teller, Coordinator, Bookkeeper, 
Budget Analyst, Business Administrator, Cashier, Cost Estimator, Credit 
Analyst, Debt Collector, Financial Advisor, Insurance Underwriter, 
Investment Fund Manager, Loans Officer, Tax Collector, Tax Inspector, 
Teacher Treasurer 

Principles of Business 

Administrative Assistant, Benefits Coordinator, Broker, Budget Analyst, 
Business Administrative, Business Manager, Claims Adjustor, Executive 
Assistant, Factory Clerk, Financial Advisor, Human Resource Manager, 
Market Manager, Statistical Clerk, Stockbroker, Teacher 

Social Studies 

Anthropologist, Gender Advocate, Guidance Counselor, Historian, 
Political Scientist, Psychiatrist, Psychologist, Public Health/ Education 
Officer, Social Research and Development Specialist, Social Worker, 
Sociologist, Teacher 

Technical Drawing 

Architect, Building Contractor, Building Inspector, Cabinet Maker, 
Carpenter, Commercial and Industrial Designer, Furniture Designer,         
Industrial Engineer/ Technician, Mason, Mechanic Engineer, Structure     
Engineer, Surveying/ Geometrics Engineer, Teacher, Technical 
Illustrator 

Theatre Arts 

Actor, Booking Agent, Cabaret Performer, Casting Director, Choir 
Director, Comedian, Composer, Costume Designer, Creative Writer, 
DJ/Dancehall/Rap Artiste, Makeup Artiste, Music Producer, Musician, 
Play writer, Poet, Prop Maker, Screenwriter, Set Designer, Singer, 
Songwriter, Stage manager, Stage/ Theatre Performer, Studio Manager, 
Teacher, Theatre Critic 
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Visual Arts 

3– D Designer, Animator, Artisan, Artist, Cartoonist, Comic, Book Artist, 
Commercial and Industrial Designer, Costume Designer, Craft Artist,       
Designer, Fashion Designer, Florist, Furniture Designer, Graphic 
Artist/Designer, Illustrator, Interior Designer, Jeweler, Painter, 
Photographer, Prop Marker, Screenwriter, Sculptor, Set  Designer, Teacher, 
Textile Designer, Visual Artist, Web Designer/ Developer  

Electrical & Electronic 
Technology 

Aircraft Mechanic/Inspector, Appliance Service Technician, Avionics 
Technician, Broadcast Technician, Cable Television Technician, Camera 
technician, Computer Hardware Engineer, Industrial Designer, Photonics 
Technician, Radar & Sonar Operators (Military), Radio Technician, Robot 
Technician/ Engineer, Security Alarm Installer, Sound Engineer, Space 
Operations Specialist, Television Systems Engineer, Telecommunication 
Analyst  
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NON-TRADITIONAL CAREERS & EMERGING INDUSTRIES 
  

Non-traditional Careers 

Persons, who entered the workforce more than 20 years ago, wouldn’t have considered the following 

occupations   because they weren’t around. There is no doubt that the landscape of work has changed during 

the past 20 years.    Globalization, demographic shifts and technological advances are some factors that have 

created a highly competitive, rapidly changing work environment. 

 

These are some non-traditional careers to consider. Do go ahead and research some more: 

 User experience designer 

 Social media manager 

 3-D animator 

 Sustainability manager 

 Carbon emissions trader 

 Mobile phone applications developer  

 

A non-traditional occupation (NTO) is also defined as any occupation in which women or men 

comprise less than 25% of the workforce. Today, many women and men are breaking down 

barriers to pursue careers. Some examples of these careers according to gender are highlighted 

below: 

  

Non– Traditional Male Careers                                                          Non-Traditional Female Careers 

Legal Secretaries                                                                                       Architects 

File clerks                                                                                                   Construction Labourers 

Receptionists                                                                                              Crane Operators 

Pre-school teacher                                                                                     Computer Programmers 
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Why Non-Traditional Careers? 

  
What are some of the possibilities which exist for persons going into non-traditional careers? 

  

 Higher Wages 

 Financial Security 

 Good Benefits 

 Demand for Skilled Workers 

 Freedom to Pursue Careers Related to Interests and Abilities 

  

NB.  

Before you make your decision about going into a non-traditional career, do spend some time 

doing    research. In fact, gather as much information as you can as this will assist you in examining 

both the   advantages and disadvantages of non-traditional careers and to finally make the best 

decision. 

  

Emerging Industries: 

Emerging industries are not always new; sometimes they might have been around for many years but new 

job opportunities arise within them.  These industries have traditionally offered good opportunities, and are 

expected to   continue to employ many people in the future. 

There is no doubt that the landscape of work has changed during the past 20 years. Globalization, 

demographic shifts and technological advances are some factors that have created a highly competitive, 

rapidly changing work environment. While we can’t predict what new occupations will be around in the 

future, we can see what types of industries are most likely to have high demand for workers, and what 

industries are likely to decline. 

 Biotechnology – especially medical drugs and equipment 

 Food and Beverage – our dairy, seafood, and wine industries continue to grow with an insatiable 

demand from consumers for fresher, tastier products 

 Creative – movie-making is well established and tipped to grow Information technology – our fastest-
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growing    export sector 

 Healthcare – demand for workers will continue to grow because our population is ageing.   

 Education – there is steady demand for teaching and training services. 

 Social services – again our ageing population will drive demand for social support. 

 Personal services – everything from trades, accommodation, cafes and restaurants, transport, 

communications, properties and business services. 

 Agriculture and horticulture – high demand for our dairy, meat, and fruit products will lead to more 

jobs.   

 Alternative Energy - as non– renewable energy sources are depleted; the world is constantly looking 

for new ways to power up 

 International Law - this is inevitable in a globalized world as more and more companies do business 

across borders. 

 Marketing and Content Creation: Marketing and design is growing especially with the advent of 

social media, adding value to jobs like writing, designing and editing for blogs, newspapers, web 

articles, social media, and crafting creative and original information campaigns. 

 Sports 

 Entrepreneurship 

 Marketing and Content Creation - marketing and design has taken on a whole new meaning with the 

advent of especially social media, adding value to jobs like writing, designing and editing for blogs, 

newsletter, web and social media; or crafting creative and original information campaigns. 
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Industries that are Declining  
 
Industries that are currently declining, or expected to decline include: 

 Banking, finance and insurance – the rapid advance of technology has reduced staff numbers 

 Postal services – electronic communication has reduced demand and worker numbers are 

decreasing. 

 Switchboard operators  

 Textile cutting operators and sewing machine operators 

 Desktop Publishers 

Changing Work Patterns 

Remember that it is not just jobs that are changing; people are also changing their work patterns and 

perceptions of what a career is. Growing trends include: 

 More self-employment and small businesses 

 Increasing part-time employment 

 Later entry into the workforce 

 Ongoing training and/or retraining 

 Less upward promotion, and more horizontal career development, (that is, being promoted to 

another department rather than being promoted higher up the organizational ladder). 
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SELF EMPLOYMENT…. EMPLOY YOURSELF…BE AN 
ENTREPRENEUR! 

  
Self-Employment! Does this career choice appeal to you? If so, you are not alone.  A recent 
international Study revealed that 71% of persons would prefer to be self-employed rather than be 
employees. Very few persons, however, become entrepreneurs because of the high risks which 
are associated with starting up a business. Due to the low availability of jobs in both the private 
sector (privately owned businesses) and public sector (government departments and agencies) it 
is becoming very important for students and school  

 
  

Benefits 

  

 Satisfaction of creating my own job 

 Able to follow my own interests 

 Variety, because no day is predictable 

 Flexible work hours 

 Opportunity to be creative and test ideas 

 Feeling of control over my schedule and 
working conditions 

 More tax deductions 

 NO set dress code 

  

  

Challenges 

  

 Potential for financial loss if the business is 
not successful. 

 Isolation if I work alone 

 Constant pressure to keep sales up and money 
coming in 

 Long work hours 

 Unpredictable income 

 Hiring competent employees 

 No health benefits, unless you pay directly to 
NIC or your personal insurance company 
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 What are some occupations and skills to consider for Self-Employment? 

  

Accountant 

Auctioneer 

Bricklayer 

Business Plan writer 

Car Buying Agent 

Carpenter 

Party planner 

Computer Consultant 

Computer Game Designer 

Computer Tutor 

Day Care provider 

Day Spa Operator 

Desktop Publisher 

Dermatologist 

Disc Jockey 

  

Graphic Designer 

Home Inspector 

Information researcher 

Internal Trainer 

Immunologist 

Machine Shop operator 

Medical illustrator 

Personal Fitness trainer 

Personal Improvement Coach 

Psychologist/Psychotherapist 

Recycling Consultant 

Taxidermist 

Tax preparer 

Travel writer 

Web Designer 

  

 

  
  

  

 

  

  

  

  

 



56 
 

A SIMPLE & SCIENTIFIC WAY TO MAKE A GOOD 
SUBJECT/CAREER DECISION 

  

Choosing a career path, making a career decision, or deciding on your educational journey are all 

important decisions. They, therefore, demand high-quality decision making and should not be 

taken lightly. Scientific studies show that there are four essential steps you will want to follow as 

you make such life changing decisions. They are abbreviated ACIP, like “a sip” of tea! 

  

A stands for Alternatives. When making an important decision, look at all your choices. Ask 

yourself, "Are there any other ways I can solve this problem? Ways that I haven't thought of?" Are 

these the subjects or is this the career path I must choose, or because of my self-assessments are 

there other alternatives? 

  

C stands for Consequences. Once you have narrowed down your choices to those that look best, 

weigh the pros and cons of each. Weigh the pros and cons for each subject choice or career path. 

  

I stands for Information. Search for new information about each option you are considering. Yes, 

go online to carry out research, visit work places, ask questions of persons currently in the 

profession or others who can provide assistance (parents, teachers, counsellors). 

  

P means Plan. Make detailed plans for (a) how you will carry out your decision, and (b) what you 

will do if one of the negative consequences that you thought of under "C" occurs. Plan your career 

paths, that is consider what tertiary education or training you will need, where will you obtain this 

training/education, how much it will cost and possible ways of financing your choices, etc. 

   

Don’t ask what the world needs. Ask what makes you come alive, and go do it. Because, what the 

world needs is people who have come alive. 

                                                                                                         * Howard Thurman* 
  

Compiled By:  

Staff of VFCSS 
La Ressource, Vieux Fort, Saint Lucia 

Sources:  

CSEC Syllabuses, CHOICES Magazines and World Wide Web. 


