
WHAT IS CHILD ABUSE? 

Child abuse is an injury or 

a pattern of injuries to a 

child that is non-

accidental.  

FACTS ABOUT CHILD ABUSE 

Child abuse, contrary to 

popular belief, occurs in 

all cultural, ethnic, occu-

pational, and socioeconom-

ic groups.  

• National Center on Child 

Abuse and Neglect (USA) 

estimates over two million 

children are abused or ne-

glected each year.  

• Abuse is a vicious circle - 

usually passed on from 

generation to generation.  

• Almost 2,000 children die 

from child abuse and ne-

glect every year.  

• Abusers can be friends, 

neighbors, and relatives.  

• Parents are the most fre-

yelling, belittling, teasing. 

SEXUAL: Child abuse which 

results in any act of a sexual 

nature upon or with a child. In-

cest, other indecent sexual activ-

ity in the family.  

 

.The most common cause of death 

in children under age six is due to 

child abuse.  

• One out of every four children 

will experience some form of sex-

ual abuse before the age of 18.  

• Offenders will continue to abuse 

without intervention and treat-

ment.  

• Most abusive parents are 

“Normal.” Relatively few are 

“Criminal” or mentally unbal-

anced.  

TYPES OF ABUSE 

PHYSICAL: Shaking, beating, 

burning, failure to provide the ne-

cessities of life (e.g., adequate 

food).  

EMOTIONAL: Failur e to pro-

vide warmth, attention, supervi-

sion, normal living experiences.  

VERBAL: Abuse character ized 

by constant verbal harassment and 

denigration of a child. Excessive 

As a result of abuse, 

some children may never 

be able to love or trust 

anyone. Injuries may 

result in permanent crip-

pling, deformity or in 

some habitually abused 

children’s cases, even 

death.  
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strangers, child care people, acquaintances, and 

loved ones.  

Important Note: 

BELIEVE YOUR CHILD AND DO NOT 

BLAME HIM/HER FOR WHAT HAPPENED 

UPON DISCLOSURE OF SEXUAL ABUSE.  

 

SEEK  SUPPORT 

It should not hurt to be a child! All adults 

should do all that they possible can to 

protect children in their care. 

Although parents are  primarily responsible 

for their  children, it is mandatory that 

anyone  who suspects any form of abuse 

reports it. As parents, the onus is on you to 

make a timely report. Support can be 

obtained from: 

 

1. School Counsellors or Private 

Counsellors 

2. Division of Human Services 

VFORT Office: 454-8802/454-5465,  

Dennery Office: 453-8150,  

Soufriere Office: 457-1645  

3. Vulnerable Person’s Team Of The Royal 

St. Lucia Police Force 

Vieux-Fort Office:456-3906,  

Castries Office: 452-2744  
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INDICATORS OF CHILD ABUSE 

.Appear to be different from other 

children either in physical or emotion-

al makeup. 

 • They may often bear welts, bruises, 

burns, and other skin injuries.  

• Some are wary of physical contact. 

 • They may exhibit a sudden change 

in behavior.  

• They have learning problems that 

can not be diagnosed.  

• Habitually truant, or late from 

school.  

• Loss of appetite.  

 Unexplainable fears.  

 

TIPS TO PREVENT SEXUAL ABUSE 

1. Teach children that they have the 

right to say no if they don’t want to be 

touched, even by relatives.  

2. Be a helpful listener and encourage 

your child to tell you what seems em-

barrassing or fearful.  

3. Discuss sexual issues in an open 

and straightforward manner with your 

children.  

4. Play “What if” games with your 

children about dangerous situations 

they may encounter with:  


